
The ‘HMAS Australia Room’ was commissioned on 
Friday, 25MAY18 within HMAS Cerberus Museum. 

The ‘Australia’ room was filled with more than sixty 
Veterans, family & friends for this memorable occa-
sion.   WO Marty Grogan OAM RANR, Manager - 
HMAS Cerberus Museum had the duty of being the 
Master of Ceremonies.   Marty said “We are Com-
missioning the HMAS Australia Room in the pres-
ence of five HMAS Australia 2 Sailors:  Bruce Crow 
along with Dudley Adcock, Arthur Lidden, Des 
Shinkfield, Norm Tame and John Willoughby.   We 
also have with us a WW2 WRAN Margaret Hatters-
ley and a WW2 HMAS Assault/ HMAS Kanimbla 
Sailor,  Hiram Ristrom.”      Marty enthralled those 
present with anecdotes of how the museum has pro-
gressed over the past decade and in particularly how 
the HMAS Australia Room was borne.   Marty 
praised his expert team of volunteers: John Douglas, 
Neils Rutzou, Jan Gallagher, Eric Mushins, Rex 
Williams and Kristine Bramstone for their dedica-
tion towards preserving Navy’s history, ensuring its 
available to like-minded people.   The HMAS Aus-
tralia Association President, Grant Knox (son of 
Neil Knox) and his wife Karren, along with their 
members also gave of their time and memorabilia to 
help bring the project to fruition.   Des Shinkfield, 
WW2 and HMAS Australia Veteran had previously 
presented five of his own oil paintings, each identify-
ing one of the five occasions Australia was stuck by 

Japanese kamikaze aircraft.   Australia, believed to 
be the first of many Allied Warship subjected to 
such terror.   Marty described how three weeks ago 
this room, situated in the former School of Music, 
opposite the Main Museum Building (Former Sup-
ply School) was a storeroom.   The photograph be-
low of the front of the Australia Room shows two 
White Ensigns, one was hoist on the Australia and 
the smaller flown on its boats.   On display was the 
uniform of CPO Coxswain Tom Prior.   Tom paid 
off in the mid seventies and served aboard Austral-
ia,1947 to 1948.   There are many artefacts in the 
room, from personal letters to a book of official 
Navy death notices, opened at the page of Captain 
Emile Dechaineux DSC RAN.   The document 
notes the death of CAPT Dechaineux on that tragic 
day of 21OCT44 when the ship was first struck by 
a kamikaze aircraft.   This day was an occasion to 
be cherished.   Possibly the last major project to be 
undertaken by Marty as leader of the volunteer 
team.   A great effort and thanks for the memories!    

Access to Cerberus Museum is problematic due to 
security arrangements, however, you can view the 
exhibitions provided you make prior arrangements.   
For access information go to the Navy website - 
navy.gov.au/history/museums/museum-hmas-cerberus 
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1. ‘N’ Class Destroyers Service, 1100, Sunday 17JUN18 in the Sanctuary. 
2. HMAS Waterhen Service, 1400, Saturday 30JUN18 in the Sanctuary. 
3. Reserve Forces Day, 1000, Sunday 1JUL18 at the Cenotaph. 
4. Far East Strategic Reserve Service, 1200, Friday 6JUL18 in the Sanctuary. 
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Victoria has been very fortunate to have 
one of the all time legends working on 
behalf of Navy and the wider Navy frater-
nity.   Pictured above are two Grogans, 
Captain Darren Grogan CSC RAN march-
ing alongside his son WO Marty Grogan 
OAM RANR.   Two proud Navy men 
who have made an enormous contribution 
to the Australia Defence Force over a 
long period of time.   Marty has entered 
his ‘run down period’with over fifty years 
in rig, son Darren has over thirty years of 
service and we can expect even greater 
things from him as he takes on challenges 
at sea and ashore.   A great Navy family 
and one that sets the bar very high with 
respect to getting the job done!  
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for what purpose.   A prime purpose of a re-union is 
the comradeship that stems from earlier service.   Any 
re-union also relies upon partners being welcomed 
into the fold.   There tends to be a desire to create 
time based unions, such as commissioning crews or a 
theatre of war.   These entities are important and do 
not need to be diminished through amalgamation or 
consolidation of associations, however, insisting on 
time based arrangements has proved detrimental to 
the viability of associations.   Over the years, new 
champions have emerged with the energy and enthu-
siasm to promote their respective interests and / or   
associations.   Notwithstanding, the end game re-
quires all of these champions to focus on bringing 
their interests to a collective conclusion.  That will 
require persuasion and serious thinking to bring about 
a change of heart.   Our end goal needs to be on posi-
tioning all of our Associations under the umbrella of 
the Naval Association.   This move may best initiated 
by affiliating with the Naval Association. 

The NCCV partnered with the Naval Association, 
Melbourne Naval Committee and all available 
Ship Associations in Victoria to discuss how best 
to map out a sustainable future.   The general 
concensus was that the Naval Association of Aus-
tralia was the only national organisation with the 
structure and network to provide the coverage of 
Navy interests likely to prove effective.   The first 
gathering was some 7 years ago and little pro-
gress has been made.   What is evident is the fail-
ure of several ship associations.   It is also evident 
that those associations that have failed isolated 
themselves from descendants and to some extent 
Navy in more recent times.   The desire to parti-
tion an association from outsiders may have been 
passable a decade or two ago, today, there is a 
need to encourage collaboration with others.  Em-
bracing so called outsiders needs to be re-
evaluated.   To underscore the point, we need to 
think of how many re-unions are organised and 

Affiliates 

Disclaimer 
Articles contributed are 
the Authors thoughts. 
Articles may be edited 
to meet the available 
space.  Political articles 
will not intentionally 
appear in R’s Yarn. 
 

Melbourne Naval 
Committee 

MNC provides much 
needed funds to support 

welfare.  A venue is 
available at Mission to 

Seafarers for like-
minded groups, no cost.  

Email Daria at MtS 
daria.wray@missionto 

seafarers.com.au to 
make a booking. 

 

Navy Victoria 
Network 

The NavyVIC website 
is there for all to see, in 
particular it is for Ship 
Associations to provide 

information on their 
activities to the wider 

Navy Community.  
This is an opportunity 
for all ship/branch as-
sociations to broaden 

their horizons. 

Wackatack 
At the re-union of the HMAS Vendetta 
crew in Mildura recently, the loss of Mr 
Chow Shui Kun was recounted.   Vendetta 
was deployed to the Far East and took 
aboard the usual Royal Navy Unofficial 
Chinese Service.   Mr Chow was the shoe 

maker, nick name 
Wackatack.   He 
had been in that 
role since 1957.   
Most who served 
during the 1950s 
and 60s would 
have experience 
the friendship and 
work of these 
men.   They also 
ran the laundry 
and retailed a host 
of gifts especially 

suited for a returning sailor.  The loss of 
Mr Chow occurred on the night of 28th 
April 1974 whilst returning to the ship by 
water taxi.  He was accompanied by four 
sailors and an officer.     The taxi sank, 
without notice and all were thrust into the 
dirty, muddy river.   Unfortunately, Mr 
Chow could not swim and although sup-
ported by two Vendetta friends he was 
eventually swept away by the current.  
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Page one describes the activities that revealed the 
HMAS Australia Room to a group of interested folk.  
Part of this occasion was the presentation of a book 
written by Gaye Lewis, past secretary of the Armed 
Merchant Cruiser/Landing Ship Infantry Associa-
tion.   Gaye worked on the book for more three years 
and the outcome of her effort was well received.  
The book is an account of Hiram Ristrom’s WW2 
experience from joining HMAS Cerberus, training at 
HMAS Assault before joining HMAS Kanimbla.   
Pictured below, Hiram was most appreciative of the 
publication and the opportunity it will provide for 

others to fathom the environment of those manning 
and operating in the Landing Ship’s during WW2.   
Hiram is well known to the Veteran Community and 
attends many commemoration services throughout 
the year.   Pictured below shows the gift of a painting 

of Westralia with 
HMAS Arunta, a 
gift by Doug and 
Ross Hooley to 
the Museum. 
Doug, the son of 
Alan Hooley, past 
and well known 

president of the HMAS Westralia Association and 
avid supporter of the Veteran Community.   Doug 
mentioned that the painting was above his parents 
fireplace for many decades and was only removed 
recently.    In response to the generous support pro-
vided by Doug and Ross over recent years, Marty 
arranged for two displays of their father’s medals.  
These were presented in a splendid framed panel.   
The occasion brought together a wonderful group of 
Veterans, their family and friends.   There was con-
siderable goodwill in the room and many marvelled 
at the accomplishments of the WW2 Veterans and 
their ability to convey their experiences in such a  
lucid and interesting manner.   Hopefully the collec-
tion at Cerberus will be enduring for all to see. 

Pictured below is Captain Tim Standen CSC 
RAN Commanding Officer HMAS Cerberus pre-
senting Lieutenant Commander Cassandra Mohapp 
RAN a Certificate of Appreciation for 20 years ser-
vice.  Cassandra, formally the Band Master, RAN 
Band Melbourne Detachment was appointed First 
Lieutenant HMAS Cerberus in 2017.   This presenta-
tion is indicative of a job particularly well done, not 
just being out of category, but due to the dedication 
and success of how Cassandra goes about the task.    
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Australia Room - Activities 

  Great Job        Long Service 
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        Pictured below are two presentations made by 
Head of Navy Engineering, RADM Colin Lawrence 
AM RAN.   Left is Lieutenant Commander Mark 
Fielder, RAN.   RADM Lawrence is presenting Mark 
with his Federation Star, when added to his Defence 
Long Service Medal it shows he has served 40 years 
service in the Royal Australian Navy.   Below right is  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RADM Lawrence presenting Lieutenant Commander 
Eric Mushins RANR with his second Federation Star.   
A magnificent effort marking 45 years service.   Mark 
and Eric are two stalwarts of HMAS Cerberus, both 
have devoted enormous time, energy and enthusiasm 
to Australia’s Defence Force through their time in a 
variety of roles.   We wish them well for the future.    



 

Special Notes 

Correction.   In our last edition we stated that AE2 
was the only submarine to successfully traverse the 
Dardanelles during the Gallipoli Campaign.  While 
AE2 was the first submarine to successfully trav-
erse the Dardenelles into the Sea of Marmara, it 
was not the only one.   A number of RN E class 
submarines and one French submarine also got 
through the Dardenelles to attack Turkish and Ger-
man Warships.  (thank you to Stephen Turner). 

Navy Week.   Preparations are underway for sever-
al activities planned fo Navy Week in October. The 
annual Seafarers Church Service will be held on 
Sunday 21OCT18 at St Paul’s Cathedral.  The sem-
inar is scheduled for Saturday, 20OCT18 with the 
venue to be determined.   Other events, such as the 
golf will be advised as commitments come to hand.   
Hopefully these dates will be diarised accordingly. 

HMAS Castlemaine Museum Ship.   Castlemaine 
is now under new management.    Congratulations 
to CMDR Dennis Gale RAN Rtd on becoming the 
new President of the management committee.  The 
Castlemaine is presented in first class order.      
Time to take the family for a visit! 

NCCV Office Bearers 2018 

PATRON: CDRE Jim Dickson AM MBE RAN Rtd 

PRESIDENT:  Terry Makings  

Telephone:   03 9429 9489 [message] 

   M: 0411 135 163 

VICE PRESIDENT: Marty Grogan OAM  

Telephone:   0417 377 763 

Jnr V/PRESIDENT: Pete Johnston 

Telephone:  0419 104 473 

SECRETARY: Chris Banfield 

Telephone:  0412 832 148 

TREASURER:  Jan Gallagher 

Telephone:   03 9786 5371 

PR Officer:  Chris Banfield 

Editor:   Terry Makings 

All correspondence to the email address please,  

naval.commemoration.committee@gmail.com 

or if postal mail is essential, The Secretary at: 

316 Nicholson Street, East Fitzroy VIC 3065      

Website:   http://navyvic.net 

   President’s dit 
                  

I am advised that my constant reminder about con-
tributing to the Navy fraternity probably falls into 
the category of preaching.   Notwithstanding, there 
can be no let up on the need for each of us to rec-
ognise that the long term future of our respective 
associations is dependent upon active participation.   
With respect to commemoration there can be no 
debate about attending a service or two during any 
twelve month period, if you don’t think it is rele-
vant, then don’t support the service.  The relevance 
of past events on the ex-Navy fraternity; where a 
sailor made the supreme sacrifice, or where a ship-
mate is not longer able to stand at our side is clear.  
Commemoration is a reminder that many have 
done their duty and above all demonstrated loyalty 
to our sovereignty.  This past service has been vital 
to delivering the Australia we know today.   Being 
in or having served in Australia’s Defence Force 
runs thick in the veins of many.   Our challenge at 
the very least is to participate to some degree so 
the collective voice of Navy, old and new is there 
to be seen and heard.   A voice used to primarily 
advocate and demonstrate support for Navy and its 
role in keeping us safe. Yours aye, Terry Makings 

Ramon Deed.  A retreat specifically for ex-Service 
families and friends.   More info at 03 5027 4447. 

Care.   The Advocacy Training and Development 
Program (ATDP) provides training in Military Ad-
vocacy for members of Ex-Service Organisations 
(ESO) which offer advocacy services to serving 
and ex-serving members of the armed forces and 
their dependants.   The program is funded by the 
Australian Government through the Department of 
Veterans' Affairs. If interested in learning more, go 

to the DVA website, search ATDP. 
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